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COUNCIL OF STATE. 

’’wsday, 29th September, 1942^ 


The Coouoil met in the Conneil Chamber erf the Counofl House at Eleven 
lof the Qo^, the Honourable the President in the Chair. 

I 


' ^ QTJESTIONS AHB ANSWERS. 

■ ' ' ; . Idkssipir oir whiok Sm jEiOswT Rmsmak was sent to.Engiasb. 

, ; \ ’ . 83. The Hoeoebabm Pandit HIBDAY NATH KONZRH; Will 
•Government make a full. etetement; regarding the mission on which Six 
j Jereniy Bateman,,Einaaoe Jibber of the Vioerdy’s Executive Council .iros 

. sent to England, andl its results,! ,/ . ; . : ’ , 

The HbNOiTRABi>B Mb., 0. E. JONES : I x^ret that I am not in a posi* 
jtion to make a statement. As the Honourable Member will have learned ' 
, from the reports of the recent debate on this question m the .liOgislative 
Assembly, the matter is still under the Government’s Consideration. 




The Hohodbabdb Pandit HIRDAY NATH, KDNZRTJ: Can the 
Honoumble'Member tell us what are the purposes for which he was sent ? 

What was the objective with which he was sent to Ei^land, even though 
' .evmy matter connected with it is under disoussion!', . - 

, The Honotoabdb Me. C. ,E. JONES: I can do no more than refer the ^ 
Honourable Mpmher to-the Piwis communique which Was issued at the time, ’, " 

, (Of the Honourable the Finance Member’s departure from India. ^ 

The Honodrable Mb. HOSSAIN IMAM: Was it in connection and ’ ^ [,'i. ■, 

maMy for the purpose of elucidation of the agreement on the war expenditure r/l ' ■ _ - - > 
between His Majesty’s Gov^nmeht and the Gk)vemment of India . ' • • . 

, The HoRotobabde Mil. C. B. JONES: The expression used w#iV*?'thp 
a.pplioation of the working of the financial settlement ”. ’ / • ‘!- V'' V 

— ,Pay and Adlowanoes oe Biotiot and Indian OebtoeRs in THR'ABanr.;! j' 

. 84. The Honodeable Pandit HIRHAY NATH ’• ’ 

ment state the rates of pay and allowances relating to tbn ficiliot^ng lola^^ •*' ’ 

■of officers mdudiiig those holding Staff Appmhtnmnts^^ '.'•tr/'-li' i*.,: 

j <a) British offiemn recruited in,‘England/'Rnjd atti#h.ed ;^^ffi® C ‘ ' 

/ , , ' Army who are Bervii% (i).ffi-.E%lSaid;Bnd.ijt|;':ohin^'En^s^d»i ’ 

■'1 , exolnding India''! ‘ 'iA,', 5’?"'. , ' 

/-■„ . {by Bptteh officers 

’>■' - Army 'vriio‘’ai?e. ^srvmg}and. ' ‘i:. M > 2.'.'' 1. 
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Past ajsd Allowanobs of British 'and Indiau Offiobbs holding 
EMBKGBNO y COMMISSiqNS. 

85. Thb Honoubablb Pandit BaRBAY NATH KUNZRU : (a) What 
are the scales of pay and aUowanoes and the conditions of service presoriBed 
respectively for Indian and British emergency commissioned officers recruited 
in India 1 

(6) Were British and Indian candidates individually shown before recruit¬ 
ment the terms on which they were beic^ recruited ? if not, what was the 
reason for this omission 1 

GhNbbal the Honoubablb Sib ALAN HARTLEY: As regards*,{«) 

I refer tho Honourable Member to Army Instructions (India#) Nos. 12 and 13 
of 1940 which give the pay and ahowances and other conditions of service of 
British and Indian emergency commissioned officers respectively. The rates 
of pay laid down in paragraph 186. Pay and Allowances Regulations, Volume,! - 
[referred to in paragraph 6 of the Army Instruotion (India) No. 13 of 1940] - 
have since been raised and are shown in Army-Instruction (India) No. 18 of 
1942. Copies of these Army Instructions (India) are being placed in the 
Library of the House. 

As regards (B) the answer is No 5 but publicity has been given to th^e 
terms and the infortnation is readUy obtainable by those who require it. • 

, Thb Honoubablb Pandit iHIRBAY NATH EX7NZRU: Why were 
the individual reprqits not shown the terms of the contract 1 , 

* - (Jbnbbal the Honoubablb Seb ALAN HARTLEY: I cannot say why 

the individual recruits were not shown them inffividuaUy; but the rules and 
regulations are available at every recruiting centre, at the Interview Boards, 
schools, colleges. Government heudqua^ers and I thinL the'fact is well,known 
■ that they are readily available to att those who want to find out. 

^HB HonodbAble Pandit HIRLAY NATH ETlN^H: Will Govern¬ 
ment tl^ke steps to ste that recruits ate individua11y;given'a Copy of th6 term^. 
as I 'Sthdr seryioM ? , * . ' ' ■ '* 

Gbnbbal TttB HqBottBABLB .SlB, ALAN HARTLEY *: 
of that. , , 


i i . 


ST HARTLEY**:, I M^■if^d'.nate^..',^ . 

, V '■; ’-.-I',*' . 

'Pat of iNplANS nsr,-THH,lNriAlO?,,WATBB..3ktA^6^,lK^^ t' *, 

, ' '86.' TbbH o!NotiBi^f«PAN%,mRLAYNA^ 

■ that Indiaais einj>|oyedjlh rti^'Iij|a!nd,^a(t^^Tc£4t^ ■■ ’ 

. ffivdttthe!csi3nfe,,df'^p^Sal|!^'bu^&M dcav^ * 





*’ 4 %' 
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Pay of Indiaks in the Inland Wateb Transport, 

87. Thn Honodbable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : (a) Is it a 

fact that while Indian employees of the Inland Water Transport, Indian ' 
Engineers, referred to in the previous question have to eat their food 
sitting on the Anglo-Indian employees have their meals in tents or pucca 
room with tables and chairs and have servants to wait at the table, even 
though they may be stevedores and mistries drawing Rs, 50 or as little as 
Rs, 25 per month ? ^ 

(6) Is it a fact that while Inmans are allowed rations worth only As. 8 
per head per day, Anglo-Indians,are allowed rations worth Rs. H3-0 per 
head per day? - i ’ , ' ' 

(c) Do Anglo-Indians get ration money in lieu of free food at the rate of 
Rs. 1-8-0 per head even when on leave, while Indians get nothing even when 
they travel on duty although it is provided for in the rules ? 

. (d) Are Anglo-Indians given better accommodation and more space per \ 
head than Indians ? 

(e) Will Government state th© reason for discriminating between the 
Indian and Anglo-Indian employees ? Po Government propose* to take 
steps to place Indians on a footing of ‘equality with Anglo-Indians and to 
redress their grievances 1 

Genbbal the Honourable Sib ALAN tBfAETLEY; With your/' 
permission, Sir, I shall take questions Nos. 86 and 87'together, 

The information asked for by the Honourable Member is being collected 
and will be laid on the table. ‘ r 

Proportion of British Officers to Indian Officers in the IndiaNt’ 

Artillery, etc. 

88. The Honourable Panuit SIR^PAY NATH KDNZEU : What is , ^ 
the proportion of Indian to British officers in the following services 

'(a) Indian ArtSUery ? 

(6) Indian Corps of Engineers ? -, 

(e) Indian Armoured Corps, and ^ 

. (d) Indian Ordnance Service I * ' ' > 



General the Honourable, Sir. ALAN HARTLEYThe present,/ 
proportion of Indian to British officers is >s follows:— ' , / ^ . / 

With reference to (a) Indian Artillery, 1 to 6^4 (exclusive of Royal / 
ArtiUery officers attachedtd Indian Millery Un^^^ ^ ^ . % 
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Gbnbiial thb Honourable Sir ALAN HARTLEY: I cannot give 
a»ny other figure than the one I have given. But the Indian Ordnance ^ i 
Service is chiefly administrative and includes a large civilian element. The 
Indian Army Ordnance Corps is the military portion and the hig difference (1 
to 18*3) is on account of the expansion being so rapid and thafe has out¬ 
paced the Indian material available with technical qualifications. But plans 
are in hand now at this moment to try and improve the recruitment of Indian 
Ordnance Mechanical Engineers. 

The ^kourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KDNZRU : May I assure 
the Honofitble Member that I did not for a moment confuse the Indian 
Ordnance^^rvice with the Indian Army Ordnance Coips ? I fenowthe dis- f 
tinction between the two* My question related only to the Indian Ordnance 
Service* So far as my infpmation goes, the proportion of British officers 
there is higher than that given by the Honourable Member in his reply. ' 
Would he mind looking into it again ? 

General the Honourable Sir ALAN HARTLEY : Yes, Sir. 


MOTION EOR ADJOURNMENT BJSJ THE EMPOWERING OP MILITARY 
COMMANDERS TO REQUIRE PERSONS TO ASSIST IN DOING 
WORK.. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT. Honourable Members, I have 
received,notice'of AdjouriHnent Motion which run^ as follows;— 

** We tsfisli to opove the ^djoiptoent of the House to cousider a matter of urgc^tpuhli’® 
lp»pOxtanee,‘ namely, itfce yk^ti^cation issued the Ooveromep.t of Ladia/empowering 
MiKt^ CommAodeys tojpquifepeSfc'gons to assist ' , ^ r ^ 

Thishotifieaiio^js'evid^n%asshcd W thqOrdmance. 

•:V$he'ruIcreads'thm:4^ ■'•J/^ ^ '' 


Tequjfe any;ma^pers<ni'-in^thft'in/thp pfe*p}6,di; ,’ 

of tH6 oISg^ neee<feaiT'*ckndedt to actual dr;appj^toded'^ or ^^ >’ V, ^' 

. _..... >ijLf Jiiti J-V >'i 1 j .'■i f.. 


may detenmna ^ ^ 

(3) If any person fails toe<^ply with toy laiJi^ul dfir^tlon g;iv§ifto.hfe' ^, 

(l),he shtoi Ic^ puiutoaMo ■^irai^'imprisomnent fosra tcmt whito ' 

ur>with fine or'with bdth"^^'''"it*'’V’‘'''V:'/'/> 
Now this notification was published so'far back to 2nd Jainhaw,, 


Stil&iect to what,, the Hah9\ixable llr. Hos^ih !fctn%ia ipay, ts&f 'MM ^rifeseht 
, aifjvised 1 think the A4joi(!c»H)M3ii.t M^iiion is fint of or4^. ; IMC? i.’S^^n-Iiiiaiii 
/, piay flow spe®,k huj; he should iplhase ot^^e hiiaself to ith^- ^tB^on’ ofp'^e 
‘\ji.^otiofl^ia^'Otteofflti^t^blie'x'mp6iA&ce,;,’'' ,■ 

'J^uhamr,: 


'.V'c:vv.A;; a:- fC,44 
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[Mr. Hossain Imaia.] 
apply it to areas where they desired, now the Govemment of India, by thib 
notification, has made it applicable to entire India and therefore it has really 
controverted and over-ridden the Ordinance. 

The Hohohbable the PRESIDENT : But how is the matter of urgen^ 
.public importance ? The rule has been there for the last so many month® 
say, nine months at least. 

The Honoubable Mb. HOSSAIN IMAM; I say that undejr the rule® 
this notification has been viltra vires because the power has been J|||pen to th^ 
Provincial Governments and my point of view that Goven^^at should , 
have restricted its applicability not only tb those areas where the ooeasionf 
arose whereas I have grave fehrsK^— 

The Honotjeabeb tot PRESIDENT : We do not want to go into the , 
merits of the case. ’ * 

The Honotjbaeeb Me. HOSSAIN IMAM: , I ^ not going to say a.ny, 
thing about the merits of the case but my contention is that it is nllm vires^ 
a£ the rules. , ' , • 

The Hoeohbabeb th| 5 PRESIDBliT: That does not arise under the 
rales. ' , 

The Hokoebabi,® Mb. HOSSAIN IMAMIt will arise in this basi, Sir» 
because it has been made under the Defence of India Act and therefore that 
would hot he applicable. That is a point of urgent public importance. 

The Honoebabie TBtB, PIIESIDENT: I do, not think it is admissible- ' 
under the rules. I therefore disSRow the'Mbtion. 


RESOLUTION BS FREEDOM OF THE PRESS; . , ^ 

The Hostoebabeb the PRESIDENT-: ■ Discussion will now proceed 
on the Resolution of tbe Honourable Pandit Kunziu. Befca-e I ask Honourable' ‘ 
Members to speakT yrould ^k them toTememhei‘ that this is the last day of . 
session and everybody is anxious that we should rise at 2 tM. Moreov^., 
there is another Resolution-also on the agenda and therefore I wfould, ask 
Honourable Members to confine themsfSves to their remarks as briefly as^;, 
po^ible, because it is not very pleasant for the Ohair to have to tell Honou rabje 
Members, that their time-is up.' I-would'therefore ask Honourable Mg mber& 
to restrain themsdves as much as possible and confiine thdr attention to'the- 
important points raised, ' -. , ,, - ‘ 


The Hoeoebabbe Mb. M.-N, DAI^L (Bombay: Non-Muhammadan )‘r 
Mr. President, this' debate is in fact a corollary to the i^cussion of the politidaB 
situation, “we had in this House. As the Pre® plays sp^Ch, an important part jb? ' , 
reflecting the sit-nation in the country we 0aQnot.igtt6re‘'l4ieidin®®ities,un^er ; . 
•arhidh'it has to labom.. .It is recognized that some.restrictions^b ue^iessmiy>'^ 


‘ V V' expend 
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a wider field of scrutiny and hence the deadlock between Government and 
the Press. Instances have been given of the rather severe censorship imposed 
on foreign cables by foreign correspondents and Indian correspondents in 
I^dia. In the face of such severe control over the happenings in India how can 
the public gauge the situation 1 The newspapers today contain no more 
than a 6-niinute perusal and the editorial comments refer more and more 
to foreign countries than to India. When we can do nothing to prevent the 
Asis countries from continuing their propaganda, their mischieveous pro¬ 
paganda, of lies dnd pais-statements about this country, we should at least 
ensure publication of the factual mformation of the actual happenings in this 
oonntiy and when even this is forbidden the only party that gains is the 
enemy. > ■ . ’ 

T3BCJS,JIcfsToxHiABLE Me. HOSSAIN IMAM: Which enemy,. outside or 
, inside ' , - , ' > ' 

TBrE.HpNp:^5iABi:;B IfR, M, N. tfALiJj: Outside, of course. It is neither , 

, in, the inferest of Goyeimment mor dfiihei people thatmisleading and ,cme- 
sided picture ^ actual situation iu tlie, cpuut^ should be forced.both, on ‘ , 
the Government and the public, a^ its consequences wpuldi be fatal to both. 

A. more ominous aspe'dt, of the.‘situation',is ihq tendency on the part of 
0 sotpeiTh'Ovineial .Guvuramenta.tp'Ut'apt Oieir oto n6:wspapsfS, as for instance - 
-in Bihax,;'tfhe£^''if .,my .Morihatim. is, correct; .there' is, % cqmpl 0 ,te black-out 
of aB private newspupeks, I' fail to see;*'0k, jhow'thf, i^Ver^pUt of India , 
could perinit'^uph 14., developiaent in .any'part t% country'^d>imp® the . 

-miae^ef_,v^lt heJnliipedmtht Bud.;> "y ' '"’I ■ 

>V,'' 0 hpto’'humili 4 t 4 th 6 aJt^Wpt'tp''enslave IIS' 'aa;"86me''Lbd^J;.,,,, 

, ;Gp^ebyi^4nts ,e?^e^|iing’;to tb,® 

'['hostlff^,':’ 'by/t^tt6r^'thei]?i^^;,wi!tiiput ther4)jeiqglan^^bri?Jb''(Iimiitd^^ V 


popular of 

the Utmost freedom and be encouraged'to co^T^erate ii| thpl '^i^ p|,yiAttjisU^,'i,'/. 4 , 
'peace in the country. ' '' , ’ ' , , ■-.iTrl't 

, With these words, Sir, I support th^^ E^esolutiom J/' 

The HQBroTrBABi:.E Rat Ba h abub Lala RAM SARt^4,i)|®^ 
Non-Muhammadan) : Sir, I rise to support this Resolution y^e-.|»tefeUt,;‘,' 
mentality of the people is such that it is advantageous .to thoGovermeiMtio /’ 
give the fuUast information they can of the news connected .yith,distin:ba:qcea V-; 
aiui with the breaches of the peacei'. The .general impr^sion,-amon^.'mq ^ .. ' 
public is, that as Government . is daily Io8in^',gr0undthey'af,e ’ Uqt .publishN?!' ' 
the full infonhation and therefore, Sirj it fc in-thoAiateb^^. of ‘aU,' ojanUeimea / 
that* news should he given tq,>th6fPress,Jf|:c^t.hucfr‘n^A^^ the Government’ ^ . 
consider .will'le^' to'lU:^her;hr;e4eheS'qf i&Uj^ea^^^ ')t;4st(|(rday .my Jtt’onqufab'le a. - ■ 
''fjdehd.;)IiH''Kuntm''^Veitwp,ins%n^44the'mhiiS^tiph^df.''^^ would ,, 

to:he ppbh#^." r. 
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[Mr, P, W. Sapru.]' 

Iia a bureaucratically coutroUed State.' Tbe events that have happened during 
the last few weeks show that the answer must he in the negative, that is to say, 
a free Press is not possible in a bureaucratically controlled State. Sir, the 
history of the system of press control and Press Advisory Boards has been traced 
by the Honourable Dr. Kunaru, and I. do not wish to traverse the gipund which 
has already been covei’ed by him. But you [rS'V® 3 ttOw gone, after the mass 
movement started, much further than you ever went before, and there is 
today almost a system of pre-oe»sorship. , Now, Sir, what is the position ? 
The newspaper world can get its news either from tire Associated Press or 
from the TJnited Press or froni the Orient Pr^s„ pr from correspondents who 
have to be registered with District Magistrates and who must be residents ofthe 
district in which they, are correspondents. Therefore this system of registra¬ 
tion of correspondents with the District Magistrate means that the news jis , 
censored at the very source. Sir, it is true that the District Magistra(te ad¬ 
vises ; but the advice has to be followed,' ,It is possible, Sir, to attack the 
Viceroy |bf India or to attack the Secretary pS State; ,but such' i't the state of , 
terror in towns and districts in lliis country ihat it is ntot possible to attack the 
mighty District Magistrate of a town or the eyen mightier fifth wheel in the 
adiministraiion, tbe Commissioner of a Division I know. Sir, these things from 
personal experience. Things have appeared in papers which are not situated 
in Allahabad which the Leader eanftot , publish.' The, > can 

publish some news which the Deader cs^Ot^ ‘^ear.)'-,^ 16 ' 

dustan Times, which unfortunately is 'jpot .fun(^<)rii 3 ig,,today,' could 
pubUsh news which the Leader could not because there soihe-. 

what stricter censorship in Allahabad than in oth^ places. ,■ Sir,‘'e^n.,a jAo^' ‘ 
moderate organ of Indian opinion like the Piormr has had to -cj^d^mn this 
system of this very wonderful Government which has a .TYonderfol httm^er 'of 
supporters in this most wonderful of lands- Sir, the person oriticiKed has ,dn 
outlook which is entirely different frdm that of a jourpalist, Gertain|f,' 
Government has been abie to oi^n very Wcoessfully a aecopd front, ip fhis ' 
country. It has not been able to open a second front elsewhere” oVen thop^ 
Mr. Wendell Willkie would like it to open a second front. , Even^houghlih©' 
Government has been a.ble to open a second front, it has not been' able to.' 
convince the people of India that they are getting news written objeowely 
and correctly. If the source is tainted, if the people know that the Press is 
muzzled and that newspapers cannot write then new rumours spread and. 
people do not believe anything that is written in the Press : and what happent 
is that people think that the disturbances have been of a much greater 
magnitude than Government wants them to believe, and all sorts of rumours 
are afloat, Even from, the point of view of the Government itself, I think, 
Sir, that the present system is defective, , 


Sir, Bocal Governments often give confidential instructions to an ^itor.' 
They are never allowed to be published. Those instructions are of a mandatory ■ 
'Character. They are aill instructions, but reaEy they are of a, mandatory 
charactOT, and. the potvr edifor does not know* the limits to which' he may. or 
,he nmy not gc>. Gases have oochirred in the,United Provinces where the press 
. Ad?^pry Committeecha^ befen entfrely igna^i not,present when the , 

;‘Hohdtmable,ilpj?l'Knnzm w^ speaking y 0 ^fof(|ay.;f,,but''t.knqw ip the pas®'' 
;jfcif'the Skredd the’ Standing QQiahnttee'wBia|;..-i 

'cipidsulled !ai'saEi 'Now,’Sit; 'it csafihdtXlie %aid’'‘th)i^ jhtid 
'''frie^pQaBihlEe,|'V‘B'?kink, Sif', we'have’pfoducpd-vl&ry great' edttta:8,Ba.haI|iv 
■ ‘Drdiah ,J^ese:thkt hi 
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the Government of India is anxious to suppress the truth not ,oidy from this 
■country, hut from the world which is interested in India, from the democratic 
world, irom the United Nations who are as much interested in the defence' 
of this country and in the peace that will follow as the Government of India 
itself. Therefore, Sir, from our point of view it is absolutely essential that the 
United Nations who are fighting this war, whose success we ardently desire, 
and with w'hom we are prepared to co-operate on equal terms, should know 
exactly the truth and nothing hut the truth about this country. I have been 
-told that American and Chinese Journalists have had to fly to Chungking to, 
cable to then' yespective papers the truth about this country. Sir I may 
refer to Fishtff, a ve^ ‘distinguished journalist. I think he ha^ written a 
book on Russian foreign policy. He wrote some articles in the New York 
Weekly, They were puhlishedin the CeyloU'papers, hut a caale was sent to,the 
Hindu of Madras, regarding those articles, hnd that was not allowed, to 
he published. Sir, it is a scandal tjjat'such things should be suppressed or 
such, writings should be suppressed by the Home Department, we are only 
supplied with anti-Indian cuttings frdm the American Press. Writings wWh 
are in our favour are never sent to us. It fe carious that barring one Chinese 
.comment which was not .unfavourable to us, no Chinese^ comment has been 
Allowed to appear in the Indium Press on the Indian situaidon. ,I teS4, thn 
American Pre^, and I pan My that the Ameriean Press is not as feiendly to the 
polipy that l^tain is pursuing in,this country ,as Britain, v^ouH make it but to 
be in this land, 


Sir, I nbw come to a most extraordinary example of press'censorship* ' 
Mahatma Gandhi, speaking at the AU-India Congress, Committee meeth^’ , ■ •' 
befene he was arreted, m®de a most friendly reference to the respeeted head, \ ,.. 
of the Indian f^oVemment, He spOke of him in the highMfc terms. '-He ‘ ; 

that the Viceroy was Ms personal feiend.. .He also said that Ms personal ire^,: ' - ' 
tions with him were of an even more cordikl nature tfaap Ms. -relations -y^ith . ; 

Lord Halifax. I am told,' Sir, t^at he spoke, fqr 33eatly4^atf ..an hour abb#,., ,; ' 
'Lord Linlithgow., Even these portions of Mahatma Gan&i'S speech we^.not,^ 
allowed to be published fully in the newspapers.' Th,dy had to, be.oeia&ored.' , , 

' Possibly, Sir Richard Tottenham did not thinh that this ;bom;i^finbnt’tp, the-," j. . 
Viceroy ehoMd be broadcast M this tountry. V I“'"7 ; 

Six, aceordirtg tp the-HMd4'ptMadme,,^,^ docpamnts.'jwioh 'W^resi^bd' r •> ’ 

•from the All-India ■ Gosgress OonifeitteeOlSeeAt'jSdlahahad at-,the;enq;.6f^ife;'',| ■' 
were, supplied in, fiijl^o.the British and, American Press ^W%bbmmBnts,ahd''' 


^doeumeutst of the.3ri&B.^CabiiiQt v'' 

•.difference? ;wUoh 

ments of the ■sMM9w.nabin^s'of'ite;'^a,hb^/!3aud 
publiehed, they'-'widuld.ire'veat 


..fyt J| . 
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[Mr. P. K. Sapru.]^ s 

Member for, Information and Broadcasting has yet been appointed. The 
other day there was a complaint in the House that no Standing Committee of 
the House has wt been associated with this Information and Broadcasting 
Department. Why ? Is it because the Home Department of the Giovemment 
of India wishes to retain a tight control over the Press ? Is it because it 
wants to muzzle the Press ? 'You have already muzzled the Press.- A 
I humber of newspapers fire hot appeaj^ing. I do not blame them. They can 
appear only if you allow them to appear in a self-respecting manner.^ Scgne 
of the newspapers are still going on, doing their duty. But it is only right to 
suggest that they are not at all happywith the conditions under, which they, 
have to work. ' ’ • ' . 

Sir, as the House knows, there will be a plenary s^ioh of the All-India 
STewspaper Bditois’ Conference at an early date in'Bombay. Por two gears' 
Indian papers have submitted to a system wdiich was at tiines irksohie^" Even 
the Pioneer has said, as pointed out, that b6 far at all events as the United' 
Provinces Government is concerned, it has no use for the advisory system 
inaugurated two years 'ago as the result of the Delhi agreement. Does the 
Government want more newspapers to shut down in this country or is it 
going to allow them to perform their functions without fear or favour ? I 
should like to say one trordmore about the criticism of the measures of Govern¬ 
ment to suppress this movement. Or%ipally,’ when the whole thing appeared 
in the Press, the newspapers were in a dilemma. Where they to support every 
oonodyable manure, good pr bad, taken' by this all-knowing, all-powerfal, 
all-WM6 Government to suppress the mass movement ’dr could theyi howsoever 
mildly, criticize these measures ? Afterwards, some statements were made 
which to a alight extent modified the first impression-created by the i^vem- 
ment comm'UMtg'Ke regarding the limits of oriticasm. In any case, the time has 
come when the position should be furthei’ clarified and tne newspaper world 
ought to be allowed, freedom to criticize the policy which the G-ovensnoJit are 
following, It-ought also to be allowed to .criticize feedy the measures' which 
Government take-^any particular steps in any particular sitnation^td 
eoanbat the movement, I do not see how the newspaper wwld eanH^charge* 
this duty effectively if this is not done. Bememher* Sir, that in sii^ tor seven 
provinces we have no Legislatures today and ive have autocratic regime^ 
in these provinces. There is not the lightest eoniact there beWeenthe 
Governors, their Advisers and public men. You should' not, therefore, 
suppress this Fourth Estate which wfll enable you tp view the situation object 
tivdy and which can let you understand what the people are feeling in tho 
absence of the Legislatures,and other bodi^ of public opinion. I do not think 
rfe can expect anything from this Government, but hpping against hope, I do< 
hope. Sir, that the Honourable the Home Member ’i^iH make a more reassurir^ 
statement than l^e has dope so fas’. 
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restriotioii should he placed on the Press. I conoede the right of the (Jorern- 
ment that in these difficult times to pot some restraint on the Press and I 
think the Pre^ woffid be wrong if it were to fight for its liberty in these days 
when greater liberties are at stake. To have the greater liberties, it is essential 
that the small liberties should be given up for &e time being. Many of our 
cherished rights have been denied to us in this way. But there must be a HTtiif. 
beyond which it is not just and proper that either the Government or the Press - 
^ould go. Whole I cannot tjii^ that the Home D^artment and Sir Hiohard 
Tottenham are personally re^onsible for all the actions which have been taken 
by the Press Advisera and the Press Gensorsj I do feel that if they tom a blind 
; eye to the oompkints, if they do not fey to reform or even if they remain „ 
inactive,, the responmfaility would fall on the'Home. Department. Bnt at the 
moment they ea^ot be held'responsible for all ,the actions which have been 
taken. JBut a ydse ijmn would ■^ame rul^ khd r^olations which wopld res',. 
trict the individual nusdeeds to its, minimum.The examples that hape beep 
cited before the House by PMffiSt Kunzm. and my friend IJr. Sapru show that 
this right has beemnsed in k. yery'improper mann^ by the Press Oensorp. I 
concede .also this point, that whatever the rules mig^ hej^the aotoal posifeon 
is that it is diffieult'for any l^^s rppresefitafeve to go against the advice of the 
mighty District Jfe^feate.- In adffition’to the present ml^ whidh have been 
fi'amed the Distriot >®&^strsi,te has another pb^yer which is even bigget. than 
this. That power is' derived fcom the Posfe a^d. Tri^ajffis A«^‘>'by im^a^ fii 
which he can Stc^ the^transmissioh of any tele^am which he' thills - is imprcj'T 
per. Iffiat is the residWryJjowmwipoh the Disfeiot Magistrate possesses.; This 
has been used very often by the post offlce'in order to guard its interestsl' , 
It is BO afraid of Jseujg-baoled up. for having helped the enemy inside the' country 
that it always i» ’dcmht£i4 oases refers ;the matter to the' Dmtp'cft ^gfetrate. '' 
" So the, Gcrratmnent hj^,got , the reserve povre® which it catt utlhze;ih'spe(laBl ' 
oases isaad that pd'^€a,of''irithhohi|^.telB^amS|WObld tenjain evra?.-aft®’' 
hate given up thfe' pras^ eeni^wasii)^ point is, that at this Itmotwe '^s^lM' 

there is:-Bo much alienation. ,df jpubfic’f^Wpg .’agaibst thejl^vecpjpbnt; • 
Governmeii^shotdd.tiy apdget'tiie support cfl^^ejeress smdif ^ 
to get tikrir'support, tpe Jej^ thafethey ^»n do fete avoid U; , ' 

they can, , In thfe' contectionlabfete,wi<io^Binndfcew4te^^> - ■' 
abont^at.wjhen-thol^^ e(^inplBineA“bf 

oenamship.' ’’.They wS3tefilte'g^,-^|l,'Oi|',t^^ eontWi wiefi > 

' re^feation of 'tine .coiip8]^nd,4its:’'- ?E^ai';b^^ 

timt'they hayebonsent^tOfa^ttef^f't^^etion f ;Ims.fe|wh'ere/tefte|'^djta^ : 

hx.\\ J£. the.Govepncm^tite^-,tl^t;|k^-_|L#e:,|m^ th^,,a%;te^iio|tep;ite’ '•/; ' 
p«sili|t‘; .btit i4'‘.vpe..^ters^;6(^nferen^^ den|l^,that< ' 

emmefit>'i^teiutete'‘say-'tlfeirteMfetthl>;;restilt''pf^^ agmefeiteV ’ 'D “ r 
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wording I was entitled to assume—^that .it was mainly concerned with restric¬ 
tions imposed by or under the law on the Press in India. That is strictly a 
Home Department subject and my Department is responsible. The Honour¬ 
able mover, and various speakers have referred to certain other matters which 
go beyond the immediate province of the Home Department, but aa I am 
answering on behalf of Government I will do my best to begin with to deal 
shortly with those matters. In the first place, the Hononrable mover re¬ 
ferred to press advice and he gave one or twcj examples of what I must admit 
' aj^eared to me to be rather unintelligent press advising. Press advising is 
not the concern of tlie Home Department. It is the concern of the Informa¬ 
tion Department; and all lean say is that nobody is compelled to gsk 
for press advice and nobody is compelled to accept that' advifee whm it is ■ 
tendered. But in so far as those particular, examples may be indicative df, 
shall I say, undue zeal on the part of Press Advisers, I have no doubt thtst the ' 

! Information Department and my fidend, Sir PreAerick Puckle, 'ilfill be prepared,, 
to look into the matter and to issue such instructions as he conriders nbeessary. 
Then, Sir, in the next plaoe, the Honourable mover and other members have 
referred to the restrictions on foreign corr^pondents. That again, Sir, is not 
a Home Department matter. We have ho power whatever to control the 
messages of foreign correspondents. The only power that does exist for that 
purpose is the military censorship and it is a nde, which is observed here and. 
elsewhere, th# the operations of the censorship must fbr very good reasons 
' be kept sebret and not be discussed. I would, however, remind the House 
that all press messages which leave this country do so by “ Beam ” wireless. 
Ihat is to say, they can all'be overheard by the enemy, and that is a particular 
aspect of the matter that the military censors must naturally bear in mind’ 
when they are dealing with out-going messages. The Honourable mover, 

I think, Su^ested that an assurance had been given to foreign correspondents, 
that their messages wonld not be altered without their consent. That is not 
true, No such assurance has been, or. could have been, .given,- because that 
would completely nullify the operations of the censorship, v What is dtme is 
that press correspondents are invited to bring their messages, diserms i^m with. 

, the authorities concerned and get alterations made as far as possible by consent; 
but in the last resort naturally the- censor must be able to ‘sayThis cannob 
go ■ 

Now, Sir, I think it may interest the Hohse if I were to read to them the- 
views of an eminent American Press Oorrespbndent in ap interview which he -, 
gaveonAIlIndi Padio only a few days ago. He is the correspondent of Infer- 
mUonail News and a very well-knovra man. He was asked in this interview : 

“ How, about Government censorship here ? ” And he replied :— ■ 


That*s a tougb question. Not becausa tbare’s anything unusual about the consop- 
ship in India* but bacanse few rapoxtera have ever been Imown to have a good -word to say 
for any censor. And yet in all fairness your question forces me to admit that our parti- 


and th0'eubs^quent daye of rioting. The oensprship dtnang these trying days was aa 
^ fofolUgent and ^s Hberabas I bqvo ever'seen it In any country^ 

\Vr ar reJsp'onsibte Press Oortopondent, He was thent 


"th^ e^feinjgtdaysnfbut don’t ask me.fo giw Hiege . pr ajciyothcap'oensore'-^:''' 
^Thatiallteq^a^kfo^i^balJplayprtok^^ < \ 
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Then there is one further point to ■which I must refer in this connection. 
The Honourable the mo'S'er alleged that some message, some speech, by Presi¬ 
dent Roosevelt had been interfered ■with by the authorities in this country 
' so as to omit a reference to India and to the Atlantic Charter. That allega¬ 
tion ■was made some time ago. It was very carefully investigated and I can 
assure this House positively and categorically that no utterance by President 
'Roosevelt—either that utterance or any other utterance—has ever had even 
a single word altered by any authority in this country. 

The Hohottbabm Pandm^ HIRDAY NATH KHNZRU; When was this 
investigation made ?' ' ‘ 

I ' , * ' 

THB.HoNOTTlUfBlE, SiB RICHARD TOTTENHAM : ■ I cannot give the 
exact date but it was made some time ago. We made every attempt ■feo find . 
a basis for the alle^tion and we ■were quite unable to discover it. I can 
repeat absolutely positively that no cutting of any speech Oe statement by 
President Roosqvelt has ever been done Jjy any authority in India. 

Now, Sir, I ■will turn to ■wiatT may oaE tny own Home'Department sub¬ 
ject. I realize that any quefetiqh afifeotihg the treatment of the* Press is- apt 
' to be controversial. ’I should therefore like to begin,by asking^the Hohse to' 
take it from me that any action that ■we,or any Government in India may have, 
felt ourselves' compelled to takb''against the Press .has not been takbn light- 
heartedly, hut only after weighing most, careft^y what ■vre regaift asthe pufclio* 
interest on the one hand and what w© admit to be the .ri^ts of theO^ess on - 
the other. ' If the Honourable Members who have i^<^6n •.could’ hay© safe 
alongiide iis during the long disoussiohs, tha* Y® W hhe Hopae Departihent an^ , 
the .Information Department have had fijoin .time to time ■^th editqra.fiw' , 
reprWent^tiveB of the Press—diaenssiona which I .can .asimie. theiMoi^ 'to 
almost invariably- proceeded in a mpst iSiendjly snjritr-J,.,tEbinh 1ahey.,#otild-■ 



that is a view tbal wqul(i be, endorsed by a. yery laaig6 huin'b,ejr;of ©ditbirt 



After all, iSir, everybody, knowsrth^impchtam^ of ihq''Paes»',and,;^ . 
great influence that, the Press pos^bfees'f. and Goveriuhebt ;; 

gent:a8 to, ignore thd expedienoy^I put'it nohi^er,than'tb*Vvtb6'es;bS^^ 




of toaihtainh^ good relations with, the Pres^, ^ , 

bohestly 'maintaih,. vihatever anyone may; say, that our pbIicgr.-h^;|»^m<'%ildT: 
'ailwaiys -stiH be, "6bmaihtm^ if ’ possiblej'to impr6yq,thb^ i:ehi^qn|r 

'also .honestly'hbhqye’fti'ahJ'ever sin^' the Ady^8dty^Cfebnm■bt^^ 1 


..introduced nea.]^ly"',two.yea^ ago.. ,, , - 

'may’ha-yerrenqountbiBed'r'^d.ih®® idifllOuittas’-M tne, 
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India have had the benefit of baving had since the beginning of the r?ar two 
gentlemen as their Chief Press Advisers—-first, Mr. Desmond Yonng and then 
Mr, Kirohner—^both of whom are newspaper men who, I bdieve, are liked, 
respected and trusted by all editors ,iu tfaim country. 


Now, Sir, there is another general remark I-should like to make and that 
is that the House must realize that the subject “ Books, Newspapms and 
Presses ” occurs in Part I of the Concurrent Legislative last in, the Seventh 
Schedule of the Constitution Act, which means that both the Central Lems- 
lature and also a Provincial Legislature is comj^tent to make' laws cm that, 
subject, but that-the adminjstrafaou'of those laws is a provincial concew. 
The Central Government may and do suggest policy to .Provincial Governments' 
hut we are not in a position to execute that pohoy ohrselves in a Province 
and we must leave Provincial Governments discretion to carry out th^ res- 
. ponsibilities. Moreover, Sir, the responsibility of a Provincaal GoVeftaaent 
in deciding :what may be publi^ed or may not be' published is different ip. 
kind frcsn the responsibility of an editor. . An editor conceives it to be his duty - 
to give facts to the public and his views about those f^ts. A Provincial 
Government must see that the publication of those fisbote and those views 
I "does not offeud against the law and, when it is, a question, of distnrbances of the 
peace, a Provincial Government must also judge the effect on the law and order 
situation of ,the publication of such news, or viewe. ‘ 


Now, Sir,’with these preliminary observations I tiim to the Besolution 
itself and what the Honourable the mover, and those, who followed him said 
about it; In the first place, Jet me express my gratitude to him and them for ’ 
admitting that some oeusorship'of news is necessary'for mflitary reasons. 
That, Sir, is a fact that we all recogrfee, but it does very ooaaiderably narrow 
the field of possiUe witicism. That is to say, I take it that their position is 
mot that censorship in itseff is necessarily an unwarrantable interference witii, 
the liberty of tiie Press but that cenSoi^ip for certain purposes-is wrong.^, 
Let us then consider the purpOsesfor which any kind of restriction’ .was placed 
:on news connected with the Ckmgress mov^ent and the disturbance that 
followed. The Honourable the Home Member, speaking hi another ; place,'! 
MBxplaitted that our purposes were two-fold. , 

We had to deny publicity to a good'<leal that occurred, at tiie time when 
it ocoulred, first because, if it had been known, it would,have provided the 
•Japan^e with a cUfect invitation to invade this country: and secondly, because ' 
disturbances are infectious ,and news of what has occurred here or (here, may 
produce a repetition or imitailon of those events in other paorts.of the country 
- wbidi otherwise might have 'r«mained quiet. ‘ As to the flr^ of these two 
Hobjeots, I take it that the Honourable Member agrees ■vrith me that some res-, 
triction of news was necessary; but perhaps be does hot realize quite how much , 
news, and what kinds of news,'may be of interest or value to' ,tKe enemy.' , J 

ti" X_ijp__ ____•_h ___i. -i , . v > . 


•/GbVmsimqat’s lOwn'pcanjs' of '^ew.as ^owhJg'what'Vf;e wene.up agah^f 
''jhstifymg ihe'meaniiw that.'^e had'to'ihake-.- But t^e 'n^Etarv 


cktoe tO’ttshh^ saH'ito: and;.iife4i it?'®« 


cmnmu2dq^tioB^ 'and ’,othersV^'hi#/ihe -,infiltaiy aulh.otitie^ poinied out it! 


W0tjtfd'lj!q''of|^ 




course 


A \ 


y'i.'b'/'jjA (',r,, i'J« 
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>of oommumcations of one kind or another. Now, Sir, as regards'the sec(md 
©bjeot—^what I may call the imitation object—admit that two views are 
possible. There are those—am not snre whether the Honourable the mover 
■is one of them—^who hold that these distnrhances were spontaneous and not 
•organized. Well, Sir, if that were so, surely the danger of imitation was a 
very, grave one. In any case the view that was represented to us from many 
different quarters—Proyinoiai Governments, military authorities and others— 
Was that the amount of news published was having a very had' effect in other 
parts of the country. Then, Sir, the second view—and,that is the view which 
we ourselves have now held fo^ some .time—is that these disturbances were not 
spontaneous but o^anized. In.that view it might he argued thjat the imita- 
■tion^danger did not exist. But assuming that things were happening according 
.to plan, snu'bly it would have been of immense value to the authors of that plan • 
tp Jmbw front iiie newspapers .exactly.,how their plan,waspTOoeediiigindIffere3at 
parts of India., Ip fa3t,.pir» wpednih bapk-.to argwpeBt 3^0; I;. rWe’pMitifejt v 
. * 8 a 5 d|ig ,^tf.we .nirist not ^vpinfOTfoatitothat ihajr be value tip: the.ra^ip^’? 

, biil, .jihe qnesiioh ■ on this .occa^op w&b 'who", was thb , ‘ <Was'i|t„ .oply ,th# . 

rifap^ese:bntsidenot toc^er.eh^tiy mlEadkl*6n^'(m;'Wef,n ■ 


$trorigl;^ Sir, aad^IlJOpe tkaiffie ■' 

frombdth'thW^^poiixtsdf view some c<mtrd-qf;tht^,hefr»'fr8fe''ah^lutely‘ heres-' 

: , ;'■,^^,girVi^tm'e.tttm‘tdth«;tat03^ecrf,idiateoalaxd..', BqW^theb^ 

■ ClbyiMhia«t^b is' epne^fdi tpere has.qipy. bem one .genetal .order issu^ und^ ; ' 
tthp’Hefenee of iu^a'EuIos. .tfi';,waa iisB^ on Angust Sth,?the day onvydneb 
.it%e ,All Indip jObngre^ tfemfratt^-sanctipnod a’mass, movement,, ThatWd<Eir, ■ 
ifre puhHcatKni',p£''apy,,fa 0 <na|'^ to that movement'., . 

' except Vhkt'^vns derived.feQm €iove5?!imrfe^^ or fro;pi‘ teeogi:uzed"‘;pb8fe;,, ;'■ 

. agond^ ,or’from rpeogn^ed d^€@s Jearre^ndents, who^ for . the: pjurpoe^# ^ 

,• of ohtaiidng that, rpcOgmlaoni wece required to register themsdWwitS jDida3ictJ',' '' 

’ iftlagjstEatea.' "Nofr, Sir, the.Hou^ observe that,dhat nrder,in 5 in|^'np'.V,<i,, 
*! I^d. of resfedotiod, on, the ■ puhKoatidn' of any, pa^oular '■ V 
titt merely seonred oontrol over the pxigms of .news, attd‘it,vm^-t|y(i^ed, -^;C' ? ' 
,aeoure .that 'wlmtever, ’was pjiblished .came 4 

iS'otfroes. ,Th©'!.Hi?eeis'agendes thbnafelves-willin^y agiedi' 

^,, indessag^'bn'tto subject fpr press';aavice,.to the aathpjc^/berfj?-''q^iM^^^ ; 
'giye it, that'Is'-tO-say,the’'iuhnion .Ifee'^ot whsre--the 
'‘';hi^ed"that,Pyei^-'.ponre8pdpden^,,would, do the SiEim%i,,hdt'']^y_y^A 
/nolegal’ bbngafrbnlto ^',sb! ' Qf com^> if th^;did.h^tra^9?wt]tey 
' '.’■•aa^eS'tO' thefr paiasre'yiddx,'contampd',t^j[^iheptfr'|jted'%, - 

'‘definitely bbjeeKcb.able,iy|id, we,haddurirainedy/,,,i'^8'!ep;t;^i<^ep|)'ii^l^g^ ■,)« 
featipn -of'tha^ oafres^ndeph ^M'^h^yh,'. '’y' 
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of the Benares University. Sir, that is a matter of opinion. I personally 
beUeve that it ■would not have been in'the public interest at the time to pub¬ 
lish the reasons why certain drastic action had to be taken. But the news 
was not suppressed. A full account has already appeared in the Press,— 

I think I am right in saying in the Hindu of Madras about the 15th Sep¬ 
tember. The Honourable Mr. Sapru also rfeferred to the speech of Mr. Gandhi. 
Well, that of course did not come under the order to which I have just 
referred concerning factual news relating to the mass movement. It may 
have been submitted for press adtrice by a Press agency and it may have been 
the Press agency themselves—^I am not sure abput this —I have not had 
time to verify it—^who decided not to publish the whole of that speech in 
’ the papers. . , * 

Now, Sir, the House -will also note another point about this order of ours 
It refers only to factual news. It imposes no kind of restriction on editorial 
comment.' In that most important respect we did leave entire discretion to the- 
editors. But we held a Press Conference at which the position was explained ■ 
and it was made clear that if any editor did overstep the limit of legitimate' ' 
criticism, naturally he would have to accept liability for the consequences. 
Hiat Press Conference was presided over by Sir C. P. Bamaswami Aiy&r in 
ilie regrettable absence of the Home Member who was at the time ill. If he, - 
had not been ill, he would have attended. Sir C. P. Eamaawanu Aiya*' made ’ 
it perfectly clear at that conference that there was no ban of any kind on thb 
expression of poh'tical views as\ such. Indeed, Sir, I venture to think: 
tibat any impartial observer- coming to this coxmtry add i^adin^* qur neyrau r 
papers would agree that the Press in this county nn5qy$, 'a'v6iy ■v^ide laj^- 
^ tude in the nature of the political "views and criticism® of i . Government that 
they publish. ' ' > - ’ ’ , - ‘ 

Now, Sir, apart from this general ordi^. issn^ ,'the Govefnrpeht of - 
India, I am well aware that a -nilmber.'iM snpplfehientarf orders have been 
issued from time to time by vhripus Broyinoial -GctTCinmentS, k ferw agdinpt 



headlines or the amount of-neys. on yMs 'tiblliio that c^Uld he publish^, ;I 
do not know the exact cirouinstances in ■'i^hi'oh ea^ orders wds,paqied 

by the Provincial Gqvernm^ts, ayid.-thererorfe' 1 (ri-imot; say' ;hefe ■. 'ahd how ' 
whether, each one -w^vhiilyi'jusril^dy ' fudging from ofrr Oy^'exfiepienee „ 
in Delhi, I have'nqfWahonvVhal^er^to'beli^ivti'that these Ojrders hot'}, 
-phoihihk' of a'paper inlDelhi '^hioh’hot'pnly'pdbr •! ’ 


ihd>vet/in 



serisatidhal 'and hi|bly MOiired accouhtS 
' pin® in the .'conhtry t 1 am afraid. 


I ^hh flban '£aet i^,^iat ^'Certaln.seetion qf thd Hess in Indiar^nd 1' am glad 
tdflKihip'jit'is'h ■1lh,ah''a' 'Small; 'stection—-have made up ' their' 



.'■to; lo^ id cert^. 
.how'tp-chny on', 
qf tho'-Gor^^e, 

- paitiehlar/Seq%n 
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but reaJIy, I have no doubt whatever, as a political move designed to bring 
pressure on, and to embarrass, the Government, decided to suspend publica¬ 
tion. I am glad to think that they have failed in their attempt to embarrass 
the Government. At present I understand that not more than 50 papers 
or so are out of publication out of a total of several thoasand newspapers in 
India, and, as far as I can see, the absence of these papers has not made any 
very great difference. The only effect I can imagine it has had, unless the 
papers have been subsidized by political funds, is that they have put but of 
employment a number of people whoseliving depended on the work they were- 
, doing for these papers. That small section of the Press is a section with whom^ 
we have found it impossible to do business. On the other hand, when at the* 
Editors’ Conference held the other day the more resppnsihle and reasonable 
editors approached Ps and said that they took exception to that part of our 
general order, which .affeotpd the re^tions between an editor and his eorres- 
pohdents, we said that we, were quite prepared to meet them in every way 
we conld-; and it was' they, not wq, who suggested ]that, if they could not be 
left with complete fireedom to publish'anything'they liked, it would be better 
for Government to arrange for all matter nn this subject to be submitted far 
■■.,e<irutiny;fay a specified authority’and,also td'an'a.nge for representatives of the 
‘Press..themseJves to be assocaa^ with,that authority in oa:^ng out that 
I-’sCruliiriy, ' I do-not mean to B&y,4hat the Press'volunteered to, accept pre- 


-then’we think tlds is a morn'direet.ahd'more satisfac?tdty rhetlipd' Of dojng it 
than yppr'method We 'accepted that proposal., i adiin't th^t ' j' 

I have hevbr beea'^eiy ihubh in favour,of, precehsorship, but ^bat-was' ;wiat ''vy 
w© wete-aAed to dp'and we-aePepteid tkej’pmpcjsal so fpr-ps f'C 

, 'tnisslbhers’ -Proyineis ■ coheembd, and' we ‘’redobrinemded it to 'in. • 


^I-u^^stand,/iS’'',that 


rail Governments. , 

vinital Go'wridmentS'ba'W adedpjfe^; 

/our.ori^'naj ewder. Geajt^n other I 

' ajid certain further Provincial Govemmdnts in ;ppn^tijt!»ilbn watkih^^joai^i;. 

. '.have -decided that they'do not; want to char^atheaystto. > 

- remain nhdqt pur. original order- whiehh tihey have-'iipt; foimdrirkbofiipXdt ■= 

any way 'unwprkable. , As regards-Delhi" itself, it 

'new, system I has nPt yet come i'nto-foll operatii|p, but-that is ‘n6t'^-,»ult|,.';,'| 
,Bo, long agp .as 'September tbp 6th' the Adviaoiy Committee "MfM a|fe©d;, ' w 
to hominate refaesentatiyes of, tiie Press to be associated,witii tHo scrutinij^g.,' ' 

. , oflicer.and th© Chief'CopimiBsid]^ tolls-me timt he has not ydtiTOp^V^'khy' ' " 

'.-;reply,, -l ' .■ ' j 

',, '• -ili^elJ, Sir, T am conspioPs that -lyithin the time at .mydis^Osm; i'niay pot , 

’ .ikvfl'heen able, to deal.fully and completely -yrith.t^'s 'yory.intdcato^sufajwt, ■,' 
bttt l do hope i'I have «ild 'enough, to convince the'TtatiS6‘.th^*ye are'pOt.. 

- '.’uiirbaaoottable, although we are ’not-in a'positioni'ttO accent'-this'Resolutibni-.' 
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situation ceas^ to exist, no on© would be better pleased than ourselves to see 
these ^edal restrictions disappear also. J am fully prepared, Sir, to send the 
•whole of this debate to PPovineial Governments and ask them to consider ■what 
reduction of restrictions would now Joe possible, but I am afraid I cannot do 
more than that. We are prepared to oo-operate "with any section of the Press 
which is prepared to co-operate with ns, but equally we are determined to resist 
' .any section of the Press that attempts to stimulate or encourage a revolu- 
tioijary movement which I believe tliis House as a whole deplores and con¬ 
demns". Arid, Sir, if I may be allowed to end by expr^sing a purely personal 
opinion, I do think that there as on© word, which has done mojre harm to India 
, and India’s iiause than an 3 ?iihing else/ It is not an English word. It does nbt 
occur, so fer as I know, in any Eng]idi.^ctionary. It ^s the word “ nori-co- 
' operation If that ugly word and aJIihat it stan(fe for could be banned, 
cursored, suppressed and abolished by every class and community in this 
, country, including my osra, I bdieye, Sir, what is called the Indian problem 
would soon cease to e:rist.i (Applame.) . ' 

"'The HohoubabiiE SAi'VEn MOHAMED PADSHAH Sahib BAiacAn^cK 
(MadrasMuhammadan);' Sir, I am, glad to leaip frcim the Honourable 
^ Richard Tottenham that the contact recently established betweaa -the 
jGoveinment arid the Press representatives, has tended ■to improve rela 
tions between the authorities and the Press in the country. I am .glad'also 
<to ktiQW from him that the discussions'that have taken place between them 
, have beep characterized by a very friendly, free and frank fpjrit. I am ,^ad 
also to ha've this assurance from Sir Richard Irittrinham that he is prepared 
-to co-opecate ‘with, such section of the' Press as is 'willing to co-operate •with 
the Government and help to restore a betto atmosphere in the country. But 
• .there are seme portions of the .Government reply which' I have not beeri 
' aril© tq imderstand. I understood Sir Richard Tottenham to say that pr^s 
■advice was not the«ocneem of the Home Department. Prom his rerriarks I 
.gai^ered tUat if the press advice was pym in a manner which was against 
the spirit of the instructions issued by the Home Dej^artinent, the Drime 
Department was not re^nsihle for it. If I am right in the frterj»etaticto 
which I am putting on,the Government reply, I should like to know Whether 
ihe policy of the, Government is riot the policy which is followed by dver^ 
■branch of the Government g£ Inriia and whether what is considered to-be 
light and proper by the'Some Department is not considered right and proi 
per by the Infornoation Department also.. As I said, Sic, I am utter!^ at.;a 
loss to kriow. how the Information Deparfment could do a Ihhig which go^ 
•against the sprifit of the instructions issued by the Ho m e Department. ' '&tt 
is open to the Informairion Department to do a thing like that; .such a thing 
ou^t to be put a sW to 'at once. The poHcy of the Goverrinxmit shorild be 
ta united policy, a policy Which represents the dews of the whole ,of thriSowi 
’ emment of India. So fer as pre-censorship is conoefned, I.'ha’TO.f'nrit’ lje^ 
.aple'to,gather from thereply wat ■there was any. c^t^orioai fepl.;^ 

'Ac' thaf, pontrinderi 'by' ,i;he .^epnrieBt:).'lo,W^;rietm«|o 
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be made quite clear to the public. As regards the right of the Press, we will 
have to concede that the liberty of the Press is co-extensive with the right of 
the citizens of the country to know what is actually happening in the country. 
But at the same time I concede that there may be occasions when this liberty 
of the Press could not be allowed to be exercised in its entirety. There are- 
occasions when the rights of individuals also has to he curtaileA ih the light 
of their repercussions on society in the same way as the liberty of tlie Press 
can with justification be cuit|^ed on occasions when it is requirfed ha the 
interest of the pubho. I also admit that if the liberty of the Press degenerates 
mto license, it.ou^t to he stopped at once. If there is no such tendency, if 
there is no such effect to be apprehended, I plead for the Press that it shouM- 
be allowed to have its own way. 


The HoSOTliBABn® Paeott OTMIAY NATH KUNZRU (United Pro- 
yincea Northetn; ISfon-Miihamih^an): , Jdr. !]^esident, the spokesman of 
, the Government has made a dever .speeti^,,’, ^ He hap chosen a few statements 
to which'he could niakf a plqu-sihle reply and has left the question ,•©£• .pre-r 
ceu^ors]^ where it, wsifi.’, , I sball,^deal wi% some, of the, pefinfs ' which h^,>T!ft^e<l 
thougb'it4s quite impossible ipw me in. the course of m ^shspi fepl^. 
tb.iaraT^bfseaEihathe'saidy W- Stopburahle friend flist referred to the 
■<^,mihfary'c5msbrshjj^‘'liEy!,Ii!iesoluia pe^eotly generalone fel.atittg' ‘Co''«b0^ 

' external, and intemal-oenaorsBip., Wheu-I referred' jio ih©'Qu^tioffof mxliiai 

i_'tL : ‘ ■_it'i-L. - i*'.•a'lt.j. Tir- T__.r ' i._; . 



natban; onO ofIthe Advisj^s tb th.e Secretary of .Stai©; TiaS; b^p leb^ily* sbht t'a 

..!ir .'hi wiirt A 4*W’’ )fijr%.vun 




t^O,' .dlsfipnteElt ' -jm■*'!>%' 'flountryij,' my-; 'lfe;&u^able 

'' in replying "to ,what, on •‘’'this' 8ub|6oy/yesteE‘4bi^i^'rq%>1^?%.:L^ ,, 

a, Certificate‘which, hfe,had, i'ecmy^'f?pm tbe‘c0rre^pb^dfe!tS|ibfilibi4hi^^^ 
iigiteraatibnal,H,e>™V,' .He is .entltledi.to •pseJaiiy'.ppm'ipfl(l!hAt.fif('ihe,‘faj.'ypph^ 

.-Goyernhaent,' ,b'ut,'’theVppiaibh expep^s^by'the'’caEr^pdmd'feQt'‘'hhf;‘re|^p^J,j^ 

. ; cannot d!o away withthp fact thatspnae''t&ne'agb;'lh^^/';!feritisb^'4o§'Ai[^^^ 

■■ ,'daii jpurnaHsts, ebmlfinpd.to njtti.kelrepre|bhtai4pfi8>‘t9d^e;%ef^’‘r|ga;j^^;s;.''.'' 
' the’^o'verity df'the'pyOsept resiribliphs., ; ‘^^y'febinplaihetlKdf 
which- the'in-oomlng’and out-gpiii^' -be^vtr^tbd.'.''-ThWS^|l 

, ,. oniy;,'0ph valid de^ee. ,th»t jthe''iSppo^h|e] ^epaW' hafii maaejiof-thq 

qt ,th», 'Government of Ifidia. and-that is ; ”', 

,,^h^d up!'by ,^’0 enemyi, '’'How,.',se,ffur;W^bBO'"C#'i,4tbw;^pm''thb-l^biy'i^ 

■;; • r^os th^eis hai^y ^ythitigh 4 pp^ing'te India theltis,^, in •' 

•rmt-aldA/ • rTf aTitrfcbin0> .banbeTiK'.fri itelW Ar fii'Bombay*t>» ,ifi'Allalia.liaii''&r in.'.''' 
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[Pandit Hirday Nath Kunwu.] 

Deulii g, hir, ■with the question of the advice given by the Press Censor,' 
my Honouiable iViend took shelter behind a formal plea. He said tl at Piess- 
advising was under the inf ormation Department and that no one was 
compeDed to seek Press advice or having sought it to accept it and so on.' 

It is all very good for my Honourable Mend enjoying the security of the ; 
Home Department to expound to us the theory of the matter. I wish he were 
a correspondent of same paper to whom thosef^trictions applied and whose 
living de( ended cn his journalistic work and I wonder if he would then 
argue with the same equanimity about ihe permissive qharaoter and 
innoeuousness of the Govepmeht restrictions. - , 

.Information has reached -me that some corr^pondents have been asked ■ 
by the District Magistrates to show their mepages before they are sent to 
the newspapers. This may be unbelievable' to my Honourable friend—^he 
seems hardly prepared to believe anything that is mrcomplimentary to Gov¬ 
ernment—blit I have received this information from an editor whose veracity 
I have faith in, , Apart from this, I brought to my Honotfrabl© 
friend’s notice—^the 'case of an alitor who is known both to him and to me, 
who was practically asked by his Government to seek Press advice or bewaare 
of the consequences. Now, that is a matter which is not one in which I have, 
relied <on information supplied to me by outsiders. I have told him what the.' 
source of m^ infornmtion was^ When these thii^s are happening what 
is the good of my Honourable friend coming forward and merely making 
tedhnieal pleas in defence of Government,? ’ ■ ' ‘ 

Sir, the third point 'which my Honoiirable friend made was that "irhatr 
ever ootaplaints might be made against the Press Advisers and although, somd^, 
of the complaints against them might be justified yet it remained to be proved 
that even the Press Advisers had held back any information relating to -hhe 
disturbaaces which should have been allowed to go through. . Now. how sim 
I to satisfy the Honourable Member in this re-pect ? There should be some 
common standard which he ami I can accept, but if thm'e is no such standard^ > > 
no number of instances that I may, cite will ever convince the spokesmen'6f 
Goveirnmeat that I have estsiblished my case. I referred to several.cases, 
yesterday, one of which related to the Hindu University. Now, my Pfonotir-',.-'^;]; 
able friend boldly comes forward and says that he thinks that it was right that f ■■ 
•the news relath^ to the action 'taken against the Hindu University should 
hot have been allowed to be published at the time when the action wab 
The Honourable Member is quite within his ri^ta in sa^ag whatever he likOs 
-^t is not criminal to be dogmatic or Sven to say manifestly absurd thiagf-r^''’*/^' 
hSb he has not s'aid one word to show that the publio interest 
been injured in the lightest degree if this news had been phS^d. ' iliea 
Honourable Mead said that this news had been published ih a MadiM-^pepi. ‘' J' 
If it ,is so, I’ suj^qse it reached the Madras pape* in tW^me wdy-as'ti]»;i!j,'!|* 
'informatkin relating to the, statexhent issued by cert^ members of the iSpcietjr^,' 

/ of Ikiehds re^Sd that pap®r,.tbat,is'throi:^h 
■ jUb&t no pajrefih'the Uiiited-il^vihces w& albwed.',te^paj^® 
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aitted by tih.e Censor. Why that Une was taken amy 
f-een the whole message and when I read that message iH' 
the construction of the sentence from which that line 
is not what it should be, but perhaps that d d not 
Jl. He thought perhaps that if a mistake occurred in 
e to the tiis redit of Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru. This is 
he vagaries of the Censor, though the Censor in this 
nsor. 

Sir, relates to Delhi. A number of persons who 
' Sir Homi Mody and Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava were 
<aded hot guilty and said that they only wanted to see 
ers concerned. The Censor allowed the Press to state 
ided not guilty but did not allow them to say anything 
tj^ey put forward. Can absurdity go farther ? It is 
lonpinabJe- fiiend' to, say that these insl^nc^, even if, 

It ih&JjhjalacHi of Aixy- value has' been wifthehi i&^ih\ 
tiife|^|»ove a'^eat' deali^-'Tifey shotr the-iin€hi^ty’‘of’* 
^oV,hotF little afe pj^e^eii'tSi give-fe the t •, 

.ii?bi^-?it3s-^deaye'tni^8.t6-the disetetSon;of'^i(^'':^e;^ 
Jher,ipstane^ I'ean 

A'|«b©?^onnf'htn'dent® whs fi8^'b:n.,j'ljn^<if the;, ; 
tbohi^h, jaf^armatitm.; ^ 

be'.'publfcihed'ha,' 4he lpW';pap^, vt%, Sa^ei^v'tW hews' - 
sjipikessed. *,. Now' my* fidnohr^K shy .1 am; ' 

faihsi of the,ahth<nri^ee wha JuBiaOSei^'i’ , 

to■.TT^SIXlij^-;', ‘^d.Honoprable -ISfember ha« 

®;P4asri^;'^D^f''NAlK'EmW 'Tbe'.momeni • 

’^emtea^cdpho^ ih iihe .ahthjoHties is , more, thian ' 
al.' ’ 411 thatwe'dahiilo'is td ©veto of a cp^t-, 
they So Edtbatisfy Kim T ^y'so much the worse for him., 
ole j&ieto* dealing with 4he question of jixeoensorhhip; :« 
.Whaie he was'jood. enpu^t to say that he 'whs prepaid ', 
deliate that had taken place to LooS'l Goverpmmti^ hehhs ' 
the aetiontaken with regard to the esbablishrp^'Q:^ p?e-,, 
jelled or modilSed in any essential jespeeti, ISie ptojtbatjhe'' 
bn tot worthy oE^him. He saidthat aetito’^^’^to'to' 
ih previously acrSyed at. Ihaddyesfce^to^; ato;I tototo"' , 
oient was' atovedi' »t befeweeh i *0 Standing 
tto point. 1 do. not the Hcaij^ali^ei Sibber, 

ith, but I anj- feeed oh the, other j|tod"toth;ttoifto^ ^ ' 
d Mr,' Sitoiybato';•■ 
itott bed created' seiridaejcli^t^d^qttjtohy tot 

tohertottaaitototioa'firom,L^^^ l&oVetototo ' 

ntetoto'to^lito:tb4d3t.?,''’I5?1^5^dhe”8dD[ow'ihe^^^ ' '■ 
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[Paadit Hirdaty Nath Kunzru.JI ‘ 

Riohaipd Tottenham’s letter after Srinivasan’s telegram in which it was stated 
that the view of the Oovemment of India that all news should be censored was 
. not acceptable to the Standing Committae. Again, Sir, my Honourable friend has 
trotted out tfae <iuestion of the autonomy of the Provinces. I am well aware of 
the powers pf the Provincial governments under the existing constitution : but 
what about those provinces where there are no ministries, which are governed! 
under section 93 and which therefore are under the complete control of the 
Governor General ? The Home Department can take any action only when it ■ 
has the support of the Governor Generalrand if they want to change the present 
system they can easily, with the consent Of the Governor General, not merely ■ ' 
ask but compel- recalcitrant Dooal Gdyemmejits to follow the mstructiohS' 
of the Goverinnent of India. , 

Sir, I oknhot but.regard the reply that has been given by my Honourable- '• 
firfend as wholly unsatiafactoryl He tried to be as oonoiliatdry as he Ihought he;.. 
should bei'! but the sum and substance of his spe^h is that the System o:^ jtre- 
cepso^ip has been, introduced and will continue to' be introduced into' ' 
Proymoes where, it is accepted by the Local Governments ; and that the Goy,- 
ernment of. India are not p-epared to take any steps either to gain the goodwill 
, of the Press or the public on! this point.- The,,only conrse'that we oa'n' 
adopt for giving expression to our feelings and our' resentment to t ie attitude; , 
of Govecnmeat in this House, is to ask that the'votes of the House shotild be y 
' talpU’on the resolution. .‘V ' ^ ^ •’[ 

■ <■ , TBB'HOKOix^nBTHBPBBSrDJENTj ,'B^otaiioni^':‘, ; v 

“ rfhis Ouadl reoommeads to the.Governor Generd la Oouhcil that the restrictioat , 
impoaed 'on the Press WMeh have given ,ri® to swiopa,;Si^lasfafttion should be inodlbed'. r 
80 as to take fulliM? account of the rights of the press aUd the pubKo and that, jn partiouliir, ' 
' prsoensorship of news r^orts and statements should b'e abolished except in so <far as it< ' 
may be necessary for mOitarypox-poseV* , , , . ■ ' 

. QueS'tionput; theCbunoil"divided,: 
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Dalal, Hon. Mr. M. N.' , 

Das, Hon, Mr. ^ , 

Ho^ain Iniam, Hpn. Mr. ' *, ' 

Kuazru, Hon. Pandit Hirday Nath. 
Muhammad Hussam, Hon. j&aji Byed. 


Padshah' ^ahib Bahadur, ^ou- 


. Bam SarWDaBj Hdn JBai Bahadur DalaJ 
Sinha, fepn^'Kumaf Nripandra,Kaxftya^^ 
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[Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru.] 

■vrill, I am. sure, remember that this House did not in the beginnin 
contro] prices. It left them uncontrolled for a pretty long time for 
reason. It wanted to give the agriculturist an opportunity to earn so 
before preventig the prices from rising. Apart from this, Sir, the in 
the urban areas have to be looked afrer. Only 10 per cent, of the ] 
may live there, but Government cannot ask this percentage of the pOf 
be content with things as they are, to put up with whatever haidi 
may have to bear, and this consideration gains ground when it i 
niind that the workers on whose loyalty and willingness to wor' 
the production of war materials live in'urban areas. Again, "Sir, nc 
areas are se]f-sufi6cient. There are some areas known as deficit areas 
food must be imported from outside. Consequently, if no control oi 
and distribution is exercised, these deficit areas, wHoh inoliide the rui 
tion, will be hard hit in common with the urban areas. Ofls mor 
probably be urged to prevent action on the lines that I have sugg 
might be suggested that dearness allowance might be given h 
■workers and the employees of Government. This method was tr 
the great war and what effect it had we all know. I hope that G< 
having becdftie wiser by their past expedence will not depend soh 
method any-more. This Is not a proper method of controlling pricei 
, th^ would be an ideal way of getting involved in a vioiou 

. a cifble of rising prices and hij^er dearness allowance from which 
iippbasible to get at. Sir, Jhape'the argpinenis 'that I have urged 
' to dot|b,tei^ thati some control'ihust. be exercised, Jt wilJ thenbe'a 
^quld bci ihp pc^<ry of-the'Gtwernmerit in the pr^ent dtuatioif. 

' is &e fbrm that the Bpntcol sh’diild take,-' I say that in fihe. first'plai 
ment shoi^d t^e ckjtion to inbreai^ the production of fbodgrains. 
pcdioy, whidi iiie Gqverhment are alr^dy follo'^ng. They are gpin 
IfiOiOw a<»res'uitti6n<the! plough aard in<sp^te 'the‘ qujahtity of fop 
about 01 Jakhef'of tons. ■ -Bi ire^dtb-i|oe,'hhv^ it seems tO;^ 
action taken by them ^ nqt, adequstei partieiil^rly if we beaa:;ih 
there has been a ehrome. shortage, of rice ^ .this cc^fry ;a^ thj 
have to give something out of the Httih th^: wS posM^ to 'peylor 
therefore that nwre Mrei^tio steps »shonld’ be t^^'to.,i^hc^e the 
=of rice. As regakds'the'fisista' ^6:ephia?6||Shbmdfak6«'^f'j^^ 
at the very outset andjaS emj^hatieafiy'as' f 
'Government should .be td mSke the.agitetdti:^i%f^fcthp;tn^^'m^ 
their interest, for without their oa'bpefatiQn thejKhhnhbfe 'bbt^' 


account, Government should fix ta price,'.whi^"mE‘|hsOty^^att5^a^ci 
-agriculturists. Bven if Governpieht flx^a price 
regarded as 'excesriye, ,the money yfll ihtofhepor^ts'm'tjieihb? 
•class m the countAcy and will in the eod beasfit -^.prcidu^^iW'-ieye 
' 'iOTOiefs whohre engaged ia^th© ,psodtierion.;,hf \.Thehv‘^,* 

’“’.jon 

pu 

; 2 ; 

,- ,v, - - ■ -."the pi 

• irith.bth^Vbcnapedtiye fboo^ra|W also. 
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-things that can be used in place of -wheat. The result of the present policy 
has been exceedingly harmful. We all know how high the prices of jowor 
and 6ajm have gone up and bajra is actually dearer than wheat. At Allahabad 
some time ago while we could get from to 4| seers of wheat for a rupee, 
we could not get more than 4 seers of bajra for the same amount. This shws^ 

Sir, the need for making the cpntr;ol more .comprehensive. We must also 
bring under control wheat flour, that is atta, sSnd maida, in addition to jotoar, 
■bajra, barley, gram, etc. TMs having been secured, Sir, a small number of 
dealers should be chosen to purobasp the essential commodities. I do not 
want that all the stock |n tho possesion of the primsiry' prodjicers should l>e , 
taken bold of by Government. But tvhat I desire is that a sufficient stock, 
should he acquired for the peeds of the deficit areas .and for tlie,.foifaatibp >■ ' 
-of reserves both at the Cent|‘e and in the Brovihces.'^ ..'If this is donp,. wifieni 
there is a local scarcity in a place, itfie'-Goypi^enh'conSen^ can supply Miy’, 'V" 
foodgrain that may be in deficiency from, its own- reserve spd thfis p^evis4ii<'‘ 
-prices from rising uhduly'. faction is t^kten'da th^.'Jines, its scOpsT^fii-'. ' 
be of a limited oharaefcer ahd ,the objeotiom tfiat, ate ofrtlie soQro;.'.,^ ' 
•that it is dangerous to ^ OoVernm^ni-to undWtako iyast 003 da£hpr^liJ’opei&^. ; 
tion covering the whole qountty -wdfi'be considerably .Qhviat^. ' Ipdb^ tbey' . 
will lose all' their forfce," If the nmthcKi7thatT'ha've suggested i^'^a^eed-itb,• 
Ihejnexi step will be tp control the; iniportalabn, of the es^ntiy'qukitiaes ip'’ ; 
■every provihoe, i lhe Local Govermnmxts mu'^ have thPfr' biwp'flgent&,'ltliyr ’ 
■own whol^ale dealers, whoni they , wordd'license And whb'wprdd he ihle to 
^et their stocks frcro the buying agencica approved ' i(Soverni ' 

-ment. But this will not be enou^.-- ,Bi will be peoessaty hi the p;fO-pa‘ceiEfj,t6 . . 
•go furthWv We shall have to see,the.. p(uaBtity.’;that Is tesei-yed'.inja.v 

rrwi /-Use*' -laieiia-tT ^ 



may sell in, i 

ties can be,,.,, .... .. 

•qu^on,because it is obvierasly .i^poWl^e to db s,o:%]iy, in thq-eooiae of „a 
few miaubes. But what, I have,said ttill be. su%}iepti',tp ^mve 'Bonpu^^ble* - 
bfembers^an -jiL-i..—i- . 

><3<}vermnfiaat 
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The Hohohbable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KTJNZRU: Sugar, safe, 
kerosene and cloth. 

’ The Honotjeable Sib ALAN LLOYD : Thank you. 

The Honottbablb Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : Now sugar is 
controlled but its distribution has been as defective as that of wheat. ^ The 
tlnited Protinoes are the largest producers of sugar, yet in many places in the-^ 
United Provinces, including Allahabad, there was dome time ago practically a 
sugar &mine. I hope my Honourable friend opposite will explain how such 
a'phenomenon occurred, why there are di^fteulties the distribution of a- 
commodity of which the supply is more than adequate. Perhaps the difficulty 
‘ is' that of transport though 1 do not know whether that is the whole of the 
case but the difficulties relating to transport are real. You may control the- 
supply and you may try to control the price but unless you can bring about a 
proper system of distribution, which depends on a proper control of the laws- 
port arrangements, no system that you may devise will ever work successfully^ 

It is of the utmost importance therefore that there should be the fullest oo- ’ 
operation between the Commerce Department, the War Department and the 
liiahway Depai'tment in regard to the use of the available transport in such a ' 
way^ajS to keep the civil population supplied with necessaries of life. This will' 
hot be an easy matter but if proper attention is given to it, if the importance, 

' ctf'tW maibter is more fially recognized than has been tiie' case hitherto, I,,feel 
' ifiiat*|he'positioh may soon be easier than it is at present. Sir, f.biay^.no 
iinieJiiO d^t with <{he'remaining ob n mo ititfe .-.hnt ;i must, pd^its out .that 
' the prqd'^etipn of stand^d .ploih iafw from'hejng nn (accompli^d' fact and* 
tbat.tlie '^h‘pi^e bf*oiQ%y:a,Bopf 0 e (d; great As 

fega^JSreroseopi febere is ai^seribas sliOrtagepf it ffi thhfdohntiyi;- ,Nod^ , 
shortAf 't^onin^ trill I thj^fcfTOffic,e “W b®ng ahbht',itn ectaita$lOi<^triibutiom^ 

’ I 'i&ah- noiy’ state,.,Sir^ oufe oi two inbta4Qes iBrhiob have been' rhentimied tp; 
me and wbicbi'ilf trun, ''reqt%e to be cerefnllji;; by Gfovemmilnt., T ^ ■ 

have been told’thatBitIie'i^:!®aent'tiffie''yrben';n;berfc^'.iieireeatage\or 'nuin^ 
of wagons is^set’'aside for'tjbb usiBJoE’tbO militsrfy^authoHties i 

to be used only for the l^ahsiiiprt Of ^bds required-for purpo^. i' ’4^ 

wagon may he only half full',' iind itii^y ,l!te'de8im’;le to htilize'' the' ’ir^aining 
space' for the transpin^t of goqds hee4#To^V.thoVbi^'DO;gffi8rtaon but J havb^ 
been told that the practice at present'is to reftiae''to, 1^'ok n6mm4itary,.gob^:' ' 
in a wagon, in a part of w-hion, tveri\the!Pe'are mifi^ry goOds.’ \ ^ ‘ ^ 

• ’ Again, Sir, even in an eigeit^ency wagons'^tjapao^' for/t^p'.use ' 

military authorities, it'is said, ere not aHowbd ,tnlie;u4ed'fpfi,4vi| ’^|n^8e^^ , 
even ihough they may pot be required ‘t!h§ ^miHtaty'aubhpr^s* 
rather disinolined to believe • this, hut' X'havP ..bden' .tgid" 

. merchants have brought such difficulties to the notice; of 
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The Honotoabi,b Pandit HIRDAY NATH KHNZBU; I am . very 
glad to hear that, but I hope the Honourable Member will explain the matto 
a little more fully. I was not, even the commercial public is not, aware of 
what the Honourable Member, has said. 1 said myself that there might be 
a difference in the control price apd that paid by the military authorities on 
the ground that they want delivery not at the centre of production but some¬ 
where else, maybe at the railway station. If the position has been invesU- 
gated and the allegation not found true this should be publidy stated. 


A'nrv'KliO’f* 'f.IrSnrt fSiv* T ’Wricili -f-n Iwinr* -frx 



'vyvxMsxo oou cu Kf<v^ UJULCbu aso oiv > 'UVVM< tSPlAJAv ' ' 

‘ d haJf times the price appneable to Indian sugar. Now it ia true that ^ava. ' i., 
sugar is nat-cpntrpll^. ■ ‘ ' ' 

Tto JDoTOimABEB $Xd,,,AIiAN/IA<0';pi]D : Jt alap,--pays''a-iproteeil^p 
^ntv. ' ’ '• 1^"' r •‘J,-'..'s; 

‘ . i'i-'‘V' ,.v. ' . ■ ,.v ■' V,',v. 

. r., The, WoNoimAdT,Ei Pai^dit' HIRBAY. NATH .KDN^RII f.'.'-.Tt rt^v' , 


.; shsflitvbp'iboJd'thdi; ii.erd were difficulties tpre^post,,' I ^y agdin 

■ that there ought to.be.better oollal&oratidu bciwepnalT w'atjdhoidti’fe, conoeiMed 
in^this matter &b that a cbmii|ib(Ety-wBi,eSds .prQdu(?^ te ■(M^pduntry wii^' f ;, 

oo.-n fnllTD- rirrihnHft'fhr'Jtft-riefids'.'khnlild he anld evBrwwbfvTO'-m’TvrefftWmV'A't-rt '■ 


AC7i9iVC» IJA Umo XJLWVWWi WVVJU. vtaa vmv 

xaent. Even when the, conirse X !*«* ^« 
ment, it will probably be hecessajy for 'thppi.td hav^'somo \^l'i^;^^fiindk'; ' 
, their own control bo thpt tliey may .Jba-ve 
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I should also like to know what is the position of the Indian, States in. > 
this r^pect ? Anjr system that Government may adopt can be successful 
ordy when there w full oo-opeiation between the various authorities involved. 

I have already spoken of the important part that the Government of India- • 
and the provincial authoiities have to play in connection with this matter. 

But the States, and particularly the Punjab States, also occupy a very impor¬ 
tant position In regard to it. Till recently I understand they eouflidered them¬ 
selves free to adopt any coarse that they liked. Of course constftutionsdly' 
no pressure can be put on them ; nor do T suggest such a course. But I hope 
that Government will enter into n^otiations with them if they have not. < 
already done so, and use their influence and good offices in ordef, to bring about 
a cpmplete and ■ friendly un^rstanding between themselves and the 'Rulbts ' '' \ 
of t)»e Indian'States, ■ , 

Sir,'I-move. ' ■ * ' . : 

HoiroimAnnB Sm. JOGENBRA SINGH {Education, Health ahtB^ 
Lands Member): Sir he ob whom his fend parents bestowed' the Sovere^ .ty 
of hearts has spoken with hm usual eamestae®. I am g]^ that. he is , now , 
leaving the field of pnre political polemics which he frequented and i? enter¬ 
ing into more fruitful fiel^ of'production, trade and economics. I wish hC 
could walk with me into a village in the United Provinces or the Punjab, and 
observe the crumbling mud walls in which the people live, lanes littered with 
^refuse, children walking about ill-dad and ill-fed, and then come along again 
into the rice fields when the ram is heavily falling and men and women are 
weeding. Has he ever been sauntered into the villages and seen how crops are 
produced ? The labour of sik months is sometimes, when a hailstorm comes, 
destroyed in half ah hour. _ The invasion of locusts may also ruin tboustods of 
acres. Perhaps be is aware that in every 'five years, you may have two years 
oi average crops, two of bad crops and one of good crop. I think he and his 
friends will be wiser, if they make further inquiries, before they sit down and 
say, that the price of wheat has been high and the price of fiajVo, a competitive 
grain, has been higher still. I may also tell them that wheat does:nqt dopupy ‘, , 
the lai^est area in India. Rice is the premier crop which obedpiea; thd ,, ' - 
place. Then, Sir, I am not goihg into the detail^I am oply trying.to put the- ’ 
agricultural side before this House, because I am anxiom that,this,HouBe Aould,' 
acquire an agricultural bias, and unless it acquires aaa agricultural bias, it can- -, 
,not do justitee to the millions of people whose prosperity knd ifring deptofte om. 
the measures regarding prices which this House decides to take. In tin's bon- 
neotion, Sir, it would be interesting if members asceirtaffied tij.e average holding 
of a cultivator in a village, tiae net produce he gets at the end of sixr months from, 
his field, and from the small amount of grain, which he can save from consump¬ 
tion he has to meet pot only such fixed demands as Land Revenue and rent, 
but all his other meagre requiremente. If the cost of the oidinary articles of 
production rises,; it is fair that the price of the produce of this poor man should 
also ris,e.. Indeed it should not* be said of this House that everyone com¬ 
bines to reduce the price of the poor man's stock in trade. ' . , 


dete hainnwiflis ke siagar kambl”., , . ■ • 

/;^bicife'q:i^y'qne'inoremat^^^ |[ wish to speak'about. Weshoiild not take " 

'• When Wbtalk of infljitiqii,,'we' must deter- • ■ 

k :I)oes it,meab jy^ation whisii you have Rs. 100 pep 
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nt the money that has been in circnlation in those countries before- * 
td, the money that is now in circulation. Then compare the money 
ion in India. The contrast will throw clear light on the pioblem 
i. You will thus get some idea how far you were starved of money 
days and how much that vacuum hae been filled by the increase on 
lation. Eiemember if there is silence in the villages there is hound' 
ice in the towns. If the countryside prospers, the whole of India 
there are mnre industries, more trade, better wages, better fees for- 
al men, in short prosperity all round. Before you ton,oh this very 
roblem ydn must take i^to account the fate, of the millions, and not 
y 6f control of prices and control of trade.’. My Honourable friend 
even in th^ <&teibution of sugar there has been a great deal of dia- ; ■ 
nL ,Ih i^ a ,4in^e commodity .under the control' of a syndieiate, a’ 
that has Veen''ofganfeied. If such a, syndicate fails, Hope; 

latthb" .■ - ^'. 

7.,4 i 

HQ ^-- _ --- ---^ --I . , 

SfeT rise teisuppbp^i'.the'&e^lutioh-so ^ 

orabl^J.irimld '* —-iv- Jj' ws.*. 

adv^dt-tedthe. eause*^ 

joqenb:^ _,._ , ____ 

HoSjOUBAhi^/BAi. • J'.agiW'' 

hefe. Thejpearetwo aspects ofwSi qnasfcion wb(cl^,^;Eave td‘cdnM^ 

-is that'the agideuliurists a?fe about;86 per cent.' of>the'£(i<^an popnla- 
,ve we . to safeguard 1ih6ir ’intecc®t4..and the inter^tS '.crfAthqse poor 
b do not live on agricultt^ pr whdise income from tha small.^iplmngs' 

} js.hot su^deht ,mougii^^'&ed,all|>tJie'ipeia^ thedr faaiily.f 
ne at my dispc®al is (short I'witt/not cpyer-'theha^e ground as ,ipy '' 
de friend has covered. But I must say t^at th® ,pr«teit sjlstem’.'df' 
.sfailed. My Honourable friend Sir, Alan Idpyd'Paitifitiht he feiwhe/’ i '; 
and found that control price was not being pxcpeded by the agencies-' ■ 
vernment. With due deference to him, I m.iist;day thab.fsfdir 'as, tl^ '; ' 

i concerned, it seems to me that Sir Alan Iloyd^haS made 'atiy', ■: 
there. I can give you an instance. Xt Ab6nan',1^hd| ..tha^i^ttpy;*' 

I.B buying for the United Provinces- Govwnment, paid'.'h^dr’.nrioe^" 
control price and the differenoe in price 'waaadjusted'p5rivE^|l^;^aa . 
na&aram. I hope my Honourable friend &Ahtoj'Llp^d ;«t!7ll!^mfh; , J 
er deeply. I say that so far- 03 the presenct-Mstmlii.df c<^1a;pl. ]pi;p^icps.^ 

led, it is.a failure. As a-—.--.i-u-* _ 

onimriiieh 
oksandthe 

1 way of dealing with ihisi,that jChivedamp 


.■i, 
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.State. ThQ price of jomiri there was cheaper aad my labour in Kotah'used 
to cross the Chambal riyer to the otheT side in Bundi State and have their food 
there. ' The present system of control has failed and it must be substituted by 
another system which is workable and profitable. The Honourable Sir Jogen- 
<lra'Singh asked how we can serve the interests of the agriculturists when we 
deprive them of the excess profit that they can now make. In the lost Great 
Wat -diere was no price control. I as a zemindar and as a mapufooturer and 
industrialist knew that,it advantageous for me to buy goods at a/higher 
price and thus get my percentage of profit bn bigger .outlay. 'The Honbimable' , 
Sir Jogendra Singh says that a,t present the cultivator, the producer, is the rbot 
of all the pro^ority of the .'^OKonercial and industrial people and that in oa^ 
he prospers, btWs also prosper. ' My l^umble suggestionio the'Govetninenii? is ' 
that they must come forward and like businessmen'give an extra aHpriafiae to 
their employees. They are one of thO b%gest employes of labbur. The com- 
jpercial csonc^ms with whom I have,been connected.as'.difectbr havb,given 
^eat' concessiohs to-hheir labour to buy foodstifia at, cheap ratOs. I mi^t say - ■ 
that in Oawnpore, ip, one of the b^ coneenri with which I am connected,' we, 
were preparing food for the^labour and fading them' Inxuriousb'^. . Byj luk.- 
•uriously ” I mean that we w^ feeding tiiem yiiith mbre nfitadrious and befct'^ .,' 
food than they used to get at their homes. ‘ .'^bu' injbn?duced'rent,,(k>3itrpl,d^ - 
>Galoutta, Bombay and other places. ' TVhat wpa thei^feraj^?' ilChe’:practio'e ?• 

, of mkmi or namram came into existence,. ■ ^ jpB|:.^,well 4|,;^ei,do;'', 

that this practice has been established, Ev^ybody feudal wWt'rther^'W'fe^^^^ 
ThereforOrl sby that the present-sy^ean of c6nWoThe^ds-eha:^ei;;Bh:;^.ih9% f^^^ 
heard if I am wrong, the HohdurabJe Sir Alan llpyd' wjfifj^t' / 

that it has been, decided that some of the Brbvforial: Goyernm«hls ' i^ 
wheat and other-foodstuffs whenever there is any hhehhobd' of'thei' don^L" 
price rising. That is a good measured hut 1 do not agree wWi my Bfonburajhle ’ 
friend Dr. Kunzru when he says that .only one agency should be bmplbyed'fpr ■ 
purchase. , ■ ' 


Tbgb Hokourabee Pakoit HiRDAy JjlATH KIlHZBtT: I did not say, 
that. I said that z, small number of dealers should be employed to purchase 
wheat and 'other cbmmi^ties. All I said' was that there should be a unified 
agency for purchases fear the army and.oiril needs,- That is all that I said. 

, The HoKOtr&ABua Rai Bahadctb Lala RAM SABAH DAS: I am glad, 
•Sir, that I was upder a misunderstanding and that'Dr. Kunzru-has put me 
right. What he means is that there ^ould be no monc^poly given to one firm 
, for Goyemment purchases. The GoTcmment has a^ed-the-people,to,'^w* 

. mo^e foodstuffs.'. Have they given any concession iit the form of 
revenue-or, reduetim in water rates ? Simply raying “ Grow more food 
'.without giving people concessions is, not of much hd^p- !•V 

I I , Honobbabe® Si® A£AH'LIiOYD Concessions have beco 'gi^em ''' 

V./.'feaaj HmsroURABi®B abadto Laea BAM,SABAH DAS: 'MhV'T' 
''.j'j-feapv^j'jn what form’1j, 

Jt)GEhb>B^‘SlKGp^ Some States are supply. 

•in 4-In. A 
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The HoNoiraABLE Sm JOGENDRA SmOH : Boltlfe States, 

The HoNdtTitABLE Rai' BXhadur Lala RAM SAEAN DAS : What arc 
those Sjatea ? But aoetla are only issued when anjr zeininriar wants to put in 
any improved crop I myself have been supplying cotton seeds of various 
sorts of long staple cotton. But that concession is not enough for the cultiva¬ 
tors. I am myself a zemindar and my own experience is that the yield per 
acre from the American cotton is less than that from the indigenous fhinjab 
cottoaa. I 

The Hohoubable Sib JOGENDBA SINGH : There you are wrong, Sir. 
American long- staple cotton at ihreRent is fetching, a premium from Rs. 90 tp- 
Rs, 100 a candy. , 

The .Hon<Atbaki.E!, Bai BASAimB Laia RAM SABAN DAS : I do not 
dispute about the price. I disputing abopt the yield. We all know that 
the price is better. As a' big' zemindar youp^ in the Punjab^ you kpow tl»at 
the yield fidm long sthpie Ameri(^ 'ed^t?i8%ofe'lhdsfihb4s tl&t' fi'iEiu' : 

genOHS,optton apdIhppeipyHoiiouiai^iIefriendw411«Mi^s|hfte,T^ia|”l.s^y^nOiv^^^. 
■■ I was one "of th08e who, took a .^omipeht patt as h . pioneer ip sOwiing fldB^ptaplO, 
cotton in tny zOmindaris te |:he Rimjab. ' Sp I khow-the difficulty I h^ 

■ ■^^and'T'hbpw how I.sdoce^ded sending Egj^t^p.opttop,' bpt 

'■ ’ experience has' shown that in-the RmjAp, Eg;^tian cotton was a!,fafi^e aiid' *, 
'therefore it was practically ^ven «p. ■. npetl jipt' dymM .off ti^s pointf ’ 

The only point trMch I 'waht to raise fe'fsliat.M. giviftg frefe.'s^d.yod are,not 


' i 
.'1 



' rates, is' th'e boncesBiod.'that >i^e poor peasants' need; 

Then 1 Qpm,e tto'the, queejlii^ of,'the 9 f spechlatore id the produce, 

, mhi'kete “apd jraliing the price'of foo^ofS.’. This is rather uiccmsiBtent with 
the aj^upient that my .^jnpht^ble h^hd has becarit ahJe tO advance. ■ ’ Specula¬ 
tors eanrsdt- hdy‘pfoduee pVbj'the cphlrol rat'e.:., But'what .do we pee -in prae-' 
tice ?' The Government lixed ,the,.control price of wheat at E®. 4 and, Scone , 
annas in the beginning. Nowdts control'price ranges from Rs. 5 to.Rs, 5-4^0.’, 
Why have Government ijaised ^se price ? ■ Because they could lidt get whe^t 
. at Idle price^fixed from the zemindars. — ,v4.t.,.A 

mainly to'--—" -" - — 

On the N, 



of pieoe-goo^ ran short'and there was no chance of new 




what .can you expect from them during the war t ThSsaB4'(3^€^iea:6n wlffi^.. , 
f^dverpment must come fcd some deesMioh.., 4^ka8t htte'da^'m thp-fre^'^hld;/, ■ 
be, allotted for the publie to book goods. *1^4 ^pod^eiiie./ J 

Mt the pinch, they came out-and said'tliat com^i^on idibuld oe afybfi-twtKdik^^"^ 
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you stop tliat 1 Goveriunont should introduce a new system, I liave already 
suggested a system whieli has pioYed a success in the Indian States and I hope, 
Sir, that Goverrment will piaotically come to the aid of their employees by 
giving them a laiger increase in allowance in salaries and letting the agricul¬ 
turist enj'cy the higher prices than he gets nowadays. The agriculturist has 
passed thicugh very had times. I knowr that in the Punjab we sold wheat at 
Re. d a rraund seme time hack although our revenue was based on a much 
'' higher price. 

‘ Why did not the Government then come to help them?, With these 
words, Sir, I support the Resolution moved by my * Honourable fiiend 
I>r. Kunzru. _ , ' ■ 

(^e Horiourable'Mr. Hossain Imam rose in his place.) 

The HohoobabziB tbe PRESIBENT (to the Honourable Mr. Hossain 
bnam);' Before you begin, 1 would, like to .know-whetbe^OU could i^sh 
your speech, by , 2 p. M. Otherwise I would adjourn tire It^lution to the 
next session, . . , 

The Hohox 7 !bable Mb BOSSAIN IMAM : It will be very difficult to 
finish by 2 P* M. ' . ^ 

. ‘ Tttfi Bonoobablb Sib ALAN LLOYB : If I am to answer, .there is; no 
prD 8 ^)eot of finishing by half past two. , • ;' 

The Hohoobabxjb Pabeit HIEBAY NATH KIlNZllB: Will npt rhy 
Honourable friend, Sir Alan Lloyd, give some expression of his opinion on 
subject, before we adjourn ? , , ■ , ‘ • 

The Hobotjbabie Sm ALAN LLOYB : No, Sir. I yould rather reserve 
my remarks till other speakers have spoken. 

The Honoxjbablb Pambit HIRBAY NATH KBNZRU : The Honour- 
able Member will have the right of spiking again. 

Tkb HoNotrBA,Bi:.E tbb PRESIBENT': Nobody can compel him to do 
so. . , ' ' - > 

The Hobourabm Paot>BC HIRBAY NATH KUNZRU : It is only ten 
minutes to two. 

The HoBOtTBABiiB the PRESlBENT: This will be carried over to the 
next session, ' i ; 


The Council then adjourned sine die. • 
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